APPENDIX A

no more mention here of what is no more than if she had never
existed. That is the world; is it worth loving?'

The Court ladies, deceived by Louis XV's unmoved coun-
tenance, began to make furtive plans to succeed the dead
woman as official mistress. But he had not forgotten so
quickly. Before the death of the marquise on April the 9th, he
had written to his son-in-law the Infante Don Philippe:

'My anxieties are not lessening at all and I confess to you
that I have very little hope of a complete recovery and great
fear of an end which perhaps is drawing too near. A connec-
tion of wellnigh twenty years and a sure friendship!...'
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